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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, December 16, 2021, at 11 a.m. 

Senate 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021 

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable MAR-
TIN HEINRICH, a Senator from the State 
of New Mexico. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God of our destinies, attune our spir-

its to the graciousness of this season as 
You fill us with Your measureless love. 
Thank You for Your plan of redemp-
tion, intended to extricate humanity 
from ruin. 

Lord, the legislative process often in-
volves disagreements at deep levels, 
but keep our Senators away from dis-
agreeable spirits. Give them wisdom. 
Patiently, look for ways to cooperate 
in strengthening this land we love. Let 
the glorious message of peace on Earth 
and good will toward all guide their de-
liberations. 

We pray in Your righteous Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 

to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, December 15, 2021. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARTIN HEINRICH, a 
Senator from the State of New Mexico, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. HEINRICH thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2022—Resumed 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
the House message to accompany S. 
1605, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

House message to accompany S. 1605, a bill 
to designate the National Pulse Memorial lo-

cated at 1912 South Orange Avenue in Or-
lando, Florida, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Schumer motion to concur in the amend-

ment of the House of Representatives to the 
bill. 

Schumer motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House of Representatives to the 
bill, with Schumer amendment No. 4880 (to 
the House amendment), to add an effective 
date. 

Schumer amendment No. 4881 (to amend-
ment No. 4880), to modify the effective date. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

KENTUCKY 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in 

the aftermath of Western Kentucky’s 
devastating tornado outbreak, I have 
maintained close contact with State 
and local officials. My staff has been on 
the ground since the outset of the cri-
sis, helping residents access Federal re-
sources and keeping me up-to-date 
with any developments. Toward the 
end of the week, I will travel back to 
Kentucky to meet with my constitu-
ents and visit the areas affected. 

The stories coming out of Kentucky 
are harrowing. But in recent days, we 
also heard about the generosity, the 
hard work, and the hope that are help-
ing our State recover. 

Kentuckians desperately need help to 
rebuild, so our universities, normally 
bitter rivals on the court, are rallying 
together to raise money and gather 
supplies for relief efforts. 

This Christmas is shaping up to be 
exceptionally difficult for children all 
across Western Kentucky, so churches 
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